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WHAT IS NEXT FOR PUBLIC MUSICOLOGY?

➤What skills do we need to develop? 
➤What type of institution building do we need to do?   
➤How can our work cut through the information 

overload out there?  



OF / BY / FOR ALL PARTNER POWER
➤ https://www.ofbyforall.org/updates-feed/2018/12/10/partner-power-a-technique-

for-building-more-authentic-community-partnerships-right-from-the-start

https://www.ofbyforall.org/updates-feed/2018/12/10/partner-power-a-technique-for-building-more-authentic-community-partnerships-right-from-the-start
https://www.ofbyforall.org/updates-feed/2018/12/10/partner-power-a-technique-for-building-more-authentic-community-partnerships-right-from-the-start
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WIKIPEDIA IN THE AGE OF 
CORONA; OR, I’VE GOT 

SOME EXTRA TIME. WHAT 
CAN I DO TO PROMOTE 

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP  
IN THE PUBLIC?  



¡  "Only 18% of Wikipedia biographies are about 
women.” – Women in Red, Professional 
Development Course 

¡  approx. 85% of Asian American composers do not 
have Wikipedia pages. – Composer Diversity Project 



ASIAN AMERICAN WOMEN COMPOSER IN 
GROVE MUSIC ONLINE 

26 Results 
6 Women Biographies 
3 Musicians 
3 Academics 



¡ Improve Articles 
§  Read and evaluate tone.  
§  Add references. 
§  Add links within wikipedia 
§  Add links outside of wikipedia 

§  Look at the Talk Page 
 

¡ Grade Articles 
§  Does the ar ticle content reflect the grade 

provided on the Talk Page. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO SUPPORT 
WIKIPEDIA ARTICLES 



ACTIVE WIKIPROJECTS 

¡ Women in Red > Composers 
§ WikiData generated list  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Wikipedia:WikiProject_Women_in_Red/Redlist_index 
§  (WD) This table of missing women biographies was generated using 

Wikidata 
§  (DCT) List based on Cohen, Aaron I., ed. (1981). International encyclopedia 

of women composers : classical and serious music 
§  (CL) Crowd-sourced List 

¡  Biography > Work group - Musicians 
§  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Musicians 



WIKIPROJECT > WOMEN IN RED > 
COMPOSERS 



GRADING ARTICLES 

¡ Within some 
WikiProjects, there 
are assessments of 
the articles that are 
assigned of it.  

§ https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Wikipedia:WikiProject_
Musicians/Assessment 

 





¡  Basic biographical and bibliographic information  
§  birth and death dates, current city, education, instrument, a photo, 

bibliography, discography, honors, and further reading 

¡  Two works by the composer that are significant 
§ write a brief description of the piece 
§  create links to online music sources like youtube, soundcloud, etc 

¡  Identify any Wikipedia lists or categories that their composer 
might be listed:  
§  i.e. American Female Composers, Harpsichordists, Guggenheim 

Fellows.  

BASIC FRAMEWORK FOR 
 A NEW ENTRY 



¡  Composer Websites as Sources.  
§  Not independent source for Wikipedia 
§  Find corroborating source 

¡  Finding Information on Social Media. 
§  “Official” YouTube and Sound Cloud channel are acceptable.  

¡  Copyright and images:  
§  If living, best to contact musician directly 
 

RESEARCH ISSUES 



¡ Wikipedia Edit-a-thon Assignment 

¡ MAARC and Institute for Composer Diversity 

§  Partnership to create online biographical dictionary entries. 
§  Fostering “Notability”  
§  Creating secondary source for Wikipedia entries 

TWO MAARC INITIATIVES 



Part 2 of 2

THANK YOU! 

¡  If  you have questions or want to 

work with Music of Asian American 

Research Center on these 

initiatives, please contact me at 

jennifer@asianamericanmusic.org 









JASON CHU ON MAKING A MUSIC VIDEO
➤ “The title needs to be crazy enough to get 

people to click on it and give it a chance, 
and the first five-to-eight seconds are so 
memorable that they are going to give it a 
chance.  Then, the next thirty seconds 
can buy you the next minute.  It’s kind of 
about showing something that will make 
your audience say, “Wow, where are you 
going to take this next?”



FOCUS ON RELEVANCE

➤Create positive 
cognitive effect 

➤Lower the effort 
required to acquire 
the positive 
cognitive effect



WHO IS AN IMMIGRANT?
➤ Goals 

➤ Getting our audience to grasp how complicated Asian immigration to North 
America 

➤ Introduce our audience to some indie Asian American artists 

➤ The series  

➤ Trailer: the problem with the dominant paradigm 

➤ Episodes 1-3: Temporary workers 

➤ Episodes 4-5: Refugees 

➤ Episode 6: International Adoptees



STRUCTURE OF EACH EPISODE

➤Play song clip 
➤Analyze song clip 
➤Discussion with songwriter 
➤Interview with one or two community organizers or 

scholars 
➤Resource page on website



https://asianamericanmusic.org/MSaaD
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